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Summary Information

Repository Rare Books and Manuscripts

Creator Allen, Robert Welsh

Title R.W. Allen letter

Date 1851

Extent 0.01 Cubic feet 1 folder

Language English

Text [Folder] S1146

Preferred Citation

R.W. Allen letter, Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library
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Biographical Note

Robert Welsh Allen was born in Shelby County, Kentucky on March 25, 1817. His parents, James Allen
and Elizabeth Logan moved to Indiana, along with their children, sometime before 1846. Robert Allen
was married to Margaret Ann Maxwell on April 6, 1846. Robert and Margaret had six children over the
course of twenty years. Allen’s career was as a minister but his religion is unknown. Robert Welsh Allen
died on July 29, 1882 in Jacksonville, Indiana.

Research suggests that the recipient of the letter, James Allen, is brother to Robert Welsh Allen. James
Logan Allen was born on October 9, 1809 in Shelby County, Kentucky. He was married on an unknown
date to Caroline Foote. James Allen died on September 29, 1858 in Rockville, Parke County, Indiana.

Scope and Contents

This collection contains one letter from R[obert] W. Allen to James Allen written on November 26, 1851.
The letter discusses the influenza outbreak and that Frankfort, Indiana has been spared the worst of the
flu. The incidence of death was low and there were few who contracted the illness. Also discussed are
community members and their well being along with the hopes of a railroad passing through Rockville
and connecting with Lafayette.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged chronologically.
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Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing Information

Collection processing completed 2004/12 by Lucinda Barnhart. EAD finding aid created 2015/07/28 by
Brittany Kropf.

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)

• Frankfort (Ind.)

Subject(s)

• Correspondence
• Disease
• Influenza
• Railroads


